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Santa Susana Mountain Park Association P.O. Box 4831, Chatsworth, California 91313-4831

FEBRUARY 1989

Proposition 70 Hearings
Two public hearings have been scheduled to discuss the land acquisition
goals and establish priority projects that will be facilitated through
Proposition 70, the California Coastal, wildlife and Parks Bond Act.
SSMPA's participation in these hearings is of monumental importance in
order to secure a place for our areas of interest in the Santa Susana
mounta.ins and Simi hills on the State of California Department of Parks
and Recreation's list of priority acquisitions. Ken Collier from the
State Parks and Recreation Planning Division will be meeting with groups
and individuals from Los Angeles and Ventura counties who want to utilize
Prop. 70 funding for various land purchases. SSMPA will be competing for
funding with other groups and areas, and it is absolutely vital that we
demonstrate our strong desire to preserve important wilderness and rec
reation areas within our mountains. SSMPA is currently organizing a
group of speakers to present the many attributes and features of our
area to Mr. Collier and the Department of Parks and Recreation. All
membeL~ are encouraged to attend both meetings. Other groups will be
bringing in their supporters and meriliers, and SSMPA must show a strong
su~portive fcirce. PLEASE plan on attending! The Los Angeles county
hearing will be held on March 15, at Saugus IIigh School, 21900 Centurion
\vay, Santa Clarita, CA at 7:30 p.m., and the Ventura county hearing will
be held on March 16 at the City Council building in Simi Valley, 2929
Tapo Canyon Road, at 7:30 p.m. SSMPA has devoted literally years of work
to the passage of Proposition 70. Now it is time to reap the rewards of
our dedication and l~bor!

**************************************************

Elections Founder Jan Hinkston
Member At Large Pauline Aue
Member At Large Bill Scott
~1em.~er At Large Ke n t, Kellegrevv
r·1ernbe r at Large Connie Couture
Member At Large Bonnie Tompkins

The election of SSMPA officers is
an important task, and we welcome
our membership to get involved.
The meeting will be held in the
Community Room of Glendale Federal
Bank, 21821 Devonshire Street,
Chatsworth, at 7:30 p.m. There
will be refreshments, and a slide
presentation of our areas of in
terest. See you there!
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Wildlite Corridor
Research / Grant
The Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
recently granted The Nature Conservancy
$40,000 to conduct a scientific study
of the wildlife corridor. The Nature
Conservancy will be studying areas that
are thought to be wildlife passageways
frorn north of the 118 freeway to south
of the 101 freeway. The Na t u r e Conser
vancy is a large and well-respected
group with a nation-wide interest in
the preservation of vital wilderness
areas. The Na t u r e Conservancy owns
land t h r o u ghout the United States,
taking an i nteres t in a wide variety
of reg ions an d habitats. Their s tudy
will begin around the middle of Feb
ruary and is expected to last about 6
months. Their participation and in
t e r e s t in ou r area's wi l d e r n e s s is a
positive an d we l come event. SS MP A
member Corina Roberts will be working
with The Nature Conservancy on a vol
untary basis i n the Santa Susana moun
t ai ns a nd Sjmi hi J 1 s ,g?t-heyi ng d a te.
and specimens in t he corri dor areas.

DUMP SITES I

Feb. 20
Agenda

Strategies for the hearing
on Prop. 70 funds wi th Ke
Collier of the State Dept.
of Parks and Recreation will
be discussed at the General
Meeting this Monday, February
20, to be held at the Glen
dale Federal Bank Communi t y
Room at 7:30 p.m. SSMPA
needs t o develop a strong
"s tory line" to illus trate
the importance of preserving
open space an d recreation
areas in our hills. All mem
bers are invited to a ttend.
There will also be a slide
presentation b y photographer
Dan Bayer featuri ng the re
cent s now in the Si mi / S a n t a
Susana h ills as we l l as wi ld
life. If you would like to
speak at the Prop. 70 hear
ings, please contact Jan
Hi nk s t o n a t (81 8) 8 O, ,:}-9f. J Q .

Property owned b y Bi g Sk y Ranch, generally located near Tapo Ca nyon Road
i n Simi Va l l ey , is c u rren t l y being cons i dere d as a f u tu r e lan d f i l l s i te.
A portion of eas tern Al amo s Canyo n is b e i ng eyed b y two Simi Va l l e y Ci t y
Council members as an i d e a l place to make a new dumps i t e , wh i ch t hey est
imate could be utilized for about 30 years. Separated from the Simi 118
freeway b y t wo mountain ranges, the site is though t t o have go od potential
b y Councilman Bill Davis and Councilwoman An n Rock. In t h e corning months
a p reliminary p r op o s a l wi l l b e p r e s e n t ed t o the Eas t Co unty Was t e s he d Task
Force, wh i ch is charge d wi t h locating f ut ure landfill sites. The permit
process for a landfill site in Ventura County may take five to ten years.

On a disas terous note, the Simi Va l l e y based Enterprise newspaper a lso
reported on February 4 that the Los Angeles Sanitation District is con
sidering a dumpsite in Blind Canyon, located on the Los An ge l e s /Ve n t u r a
County line l off of Rocky Peak Road. Rocky Peak would be developed as
the primary access! This area lies in the midst of our priority regions,
provides exellent recreational opportunities, historical signifigance,
and is considered the critical chokepoint of the wil dlife corri dor! The
L. A. Sanitation District sees it as a n area that could hold 125 million
tons of trash. An environmental impac t report is in the works. SSMPA
members must take action against this horrendous proposal. We are cur
rently working on a plan of action. We cannot lose Rocky Peak!
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PORTER RANCH HEARING
An important public hearing on the enormous Porter Ranch development
will be held on Thursday, February 23 at the chatsworth High School
Multi-Purpose Room, 10025 Lurline Avenue, Chatsworth. A 2.3 million
dollar development is being planned for the area north of the 118 free
way known as Brown's Canyon. The project area encompasses a large part
of Brown's Creek. I t includes a large commercial use area of approxi
mately 7.7 million square feet, 2,195 single family houses and 800 con
dominiums, and cover 1,300 acres between Brown's Canyon and Tampa Ave.
Public hiking trails, equestrian trails, bike lanes and public parks
are included in this development plan. It is very important that peo
ple come to the hearing and voice their support for the inclusion of
these improvements. The time to ~upport open space, recreation oppor
tunities, scenic and watershed preservation is NOW. Once the specific
plan becomes city ordinance, it will be too late. For further informa
tion contact Ms. Nancy Scrivner, Project Manager, City Planning Dept.,
(818) 989-8440, or telephone Dr. Mary Lee, Chair, Subcommittee on Rec
reation, Open Space and Trails.at (818) 998-5090.

ssm.pa - srnrnc tour
On February 20, Esther Feldman of the Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy
will be given a tour of the properties held in high priority by the
SSMPA. This is an opportunity for SSMPA to illustrate the many scenic,
historical, wild and recreational areas which our local mountains are
so rich with, and to demonstrate the urgency of preserving these. Many
of the regions which we hope can be preserved are in immediate danger
of development. To find out about the outcome of this tour, attend the
General Meeting Monday evening, February 20, at the Glendale Federal
Community Room, 7:30 p.m.

HELP!! 4:
---------------_._------------------------------------ - - - - - - - - - - - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

If there has ever been a time when the SSMPA needs support and member
ship, that time is NOW! Many projects are in the works, as you can see,
and there are many issues to deal with. We have seen some wonderful pro
gress and success, as well as heartbreaking setbacks. In order to keep
working on so many vi tal issues, we need volunteers and we need members,
and we need more of both! If your menIDership is expired, please renew
today. Have a friend interested in our hills? Sign them up! Can you
donate some time or expertise? Please do! The SSMPA needs the support
of its members to continue in our efforts. THANK YOU! ! !

Name Address

Student/senior $5. Individual $10. Family $15. Business $25.
Supporting $25. Life Member $100.
Send to SSMPA, Membership, P.O. Box 483], Cahtsworth, cA 91313-4831
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SSMPA NEWS
SSMPA wil l h ave a small b ooth at the Mas on Park Arts a n d Craf t s Fair ,
Ap r i l 29, 1 9 89 . Display a r ticles f e a t.u r i.nq our mountai ns, wi ldl i fe ,
r e c r e ational use an d a r tifacts a re neede~: If y ou h~ve a ny you would
like to donate f or the even~, please con~act Cari na Roberts, ( 81 8 ) 7 1 5~
006 9. .

. ' .... J
SSMPA wi ll p l ay a . part i n ' t. h e " c ontinuing ';h i s t o r y o f Ch atswo r t h through
ou r i n v o l v e me n t in two e vents s pons ored . ~y the Chatswo rth Cen t e n nial
Commi t t ee i we will have printed informat i on a nd phot.os in a time caps u l e I

as we l l a s a pl aque t o be i n cluded i n 'a # a l l of p l a q ues whi c h will b e
di spl ayed in ' t h e ci t y of Chatswor t h. ! t ;:

Du ri ng the t h i r d week in Ap ril Ca l i f o r L4a ~ t ate Uni ve rsi t y Northri dge a n d
Pi e rce College wi l l hos t E a rth Week , a wee~ o f e ducat ion a l programs and
di s pl a y s devoted to e c o logy an d n atural' ' ~ c i-en ce s . Th e SS MP A is wel c ome
t o part i cipate in t h i s event , wh ich dra0 s a large number o f poten tia l
new members , and volunteers are n eeded t o - c o n trib u te t o an d a tten d a
booth o r di splay at both c a mp u s e s . For :more information please contact
Dan Cooper l ( 81 8) 882:....4943 . ~~~

Du r i n g th e monLh of May t h e Simi Va l l ey Libr~ry wi l l h ost a di sp lay o f
p h o tos of o u r l ocal mountains b y photo grapher Dan Bayer a n d Cori na Rober ts .
The ~i spl ay wil l be i n the l i b r a ry thrdugh out t h e mon t h of May . Fo r
l i b r a r y h ou rs call the Simi Library I .( ~ 0 5 ) 526 -1735 .

~ ~. .
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r ' , s upp o r t e r , who wil l r eceive a Conservation Aw a r d from t h e Audub on S c-ci et ~ ·
aL a banquet on Ma r ch 3 . For more info r matio n call the S a n Fernan do Audu 
b o n Society .

On , Febru ary 25 t h e An g e l e s Ch a p t e r o f the Sierra Club wi ll h old a n a~ards

b anque t at whi ch s e v e r a l SSMPA members wi l l be pre sented with awa r ds. For
fur t he r i nformation p l e a s e c a ll the Ange l e s Chapt er of t he Sierra Cl ub .

Dan Cooper , c u r r e n t Vi c e Pres ident of t he SSMPA ~ is a n exterior d e c o r a t o r
specializing i n unique l ands caping with n at ive pl ant s , n on-native p l a n t s,
an d v:a t e r - c o n s e rv i n g de s i gn s . For mo r e i n f o rmati on p lease contact h im at
( 81 8 ) 882- 4943 .

Th ank y ou t o the de d i c a t e d members whose e f fo r ts have made th i s news le tte r
and the ext ensive work done in p r eparation f or t h e Prop . 70 h e a ri n g possibl e ;
Na n cy Razanski , Pau l in e Aue , Gl e n n Bailey , Jan Hinkston , Da n Cooper , Corina
Ro b e rts .

Found a t ion fo r t h e P res erva ti on o f
the Santa S usana Mo unt a i n s
Post Of fi c e Box 483 1
Ch atsw o r th , CA 91 3 1 3- 48 31

\I.IPORl a..,. .',. Bill Razanski & Family
"~I "". 22149 James Alan Circle
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